NOTICES
The meaning of "research" is itself unclear. It ranges from the sense of research in natural sciences (activity which aims to add to the stock of generalisable knowledge of the natural world) to the disciplined seeking of solutions to specific health service problems. It is this latter meaning which is often used in the more policy oriented discussions. Some examples: "health research is defined very broadly as a method of obtaining sytematic knowledge which can be used for improvement of the health of individuals or groups" (a definition which would seem to include taking a clinical history -AM Davies p 38); "health systems research is the scientific approach which enables us to generate necessary data for making better-informed decisions...." (WA Hassouna, p 61); "Health research is a process for obtaining systematic knowledge and technology which can be used for improvement of the health of individuals or groups..." (Report of technical discussions p 193).
A central proposition is that the optimal use of resources requires good local knowledge. Thus, applied health services research should not be seen merely as a "luxury" of rich countries but also a necessity for poor countries who can even less afford to waste resources on ineffective or inefficient pro-
